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chosen by the electors of the township, but by local option, the election 
may be made by the town board. They are made removable by the 
town board on charges, but an appeal lies for either side to the county 
court which is the final judge. The power of direction and control is 
given to the higher officers in the case of all roads constructed or main- 
tained wholly or in part by the aid of State money. This power extends 
to practically all of the highways. 

Three systems of roads, are to be maintained; first, a system of 
State roads, 3332 miles of main trunk lines throughout the State, 
constructed and maintained wholly by the State; second, county 
roads, which are to be constructed at the joint expense of the State 
and county when the board of supervisors shall so determine and 
the commission approve; third, the remainder which are left to be 
repaired by the town, under the " money system " with State aid appor- 
tioned to the assessed valuation of property per mile of road, the 
amount of aid ranging from one-half to one-third of the expenditure. 

The real merit of the bill is in the expert control which will be furnished 
in the highly technical matter of construction and repair of highways. 
Present methods are haphazard and wasteful. The proposed law 
promises to provide an effective system of supervision. An attempt 
is made to remove the highway administration from politics by requiring 
that the commission be bi-partisan. One commissioner must be a mem- 
ber of the largest minority party. The separation of the highway work 
from the office of State engineer and surveyor was made after careful 
consideration. The joint committee believed that to entrust the work 
of constructing highways involving an expenditure of $75,000,000 and 
upwards to the State engineer and surveyor in addition to the work of 
canal construction which involves the expenditure of $100,000,000, was 
placing too much responsibility upon one officer. To avoid suspicion 
of partisan motives by the committee which is republican, against the 
State engineer and surveyor, who is a democrat, the law does not go 
into operation until the January, 1909, when the term of the present 
incumbent ends. 

John A. Lapp. 

Industrial Disputes. A bill (H. B. 1152) entitled "A bill to aid in the 
prevention and settlement of strikes and lockouts in mines and indus- 
tries connected with public utilities, " has been introduced in the lower 
house of the Ohio assembly. The bill is almost an exact reproduction 
of the law passed by the Canadian parliament in March, 1907, with a few 
changes in phraseology to make it applicable to Ohio. 
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The present law on arbitration in Ohio provides for a permanent board, 
but no distinction is made between disputes arising in industries inti- 
mately connected with the public welfare and other disputes, and arbi- 
tration of the former class of disputes is not compulsory. The proposed 
law after defining carefully the terms used, especially "strikes" and 
"lockouts," gives the conditions of arbitration. Either party to a dis- 
pute arising in trades or industries to which the proposed law is to apply 
— the governor deciding this point — may make application to the gover- 
nor for the appointment of a board of conciliation and investigation. 
The board is to consist of one member recommended by the employers, 
one by the employees, and a third recommended by these two. In case 
any of the parties fail to make the recommendation after a specified time 
the governor makes the appointment without such recommendation. 
The board is given full powers of investigation; it may administer 
oaths, subpoena witnesses, enter any workshop or mine under consider- 
ation, or authorize anyone else to enter such workshop or mine for pur- 
poses of investigation. If it considers the dispute trivial, it may dis- 
miss the case. 

It is made unlawful for a lockout or strike to occur in any of the trades 
or industries coming under the law prior to or during reference to a board. 
An employer who violates this provision is liable to a fine of not less than 
$100 or more than $1000 for every day or part of a day during which 
the law is violated; an employee violating the provision is liable to a 
fine of not less than $10 or more than $50 for the same time. The parties 
need not be bound by the recommendations of the board, but if they do 
agree to be so bound, the recommendations shall be made a rule of the 
court and so enforced. 

Other trades and industries may take advantage of this act by written 
application to the commissioner of labor, agreeing to be bound by the 
provisions of the act. 

Other interesting provisions are that no counsel may appear except 

by consent of both parties, and the board may even then decline to 

allow counsel; and that no proceeding under the act is to be deemed 

invalid by reason of "any defect of form or any technical irregularity." 

The bill provides for the repeal of the existing law on arbitration. 

Nellie F. Sheets. 

Old Age Annuities. A bill (No. 120) providing a plan for old age 
pensions or annuities was introduced in the Canadian parliament March 



